SOCIAL   LIFE   IN   PERSIA

Englishmen to dinner, as two travellers happened
to be passing through at the same time, one of
whom was Mr. Savage Landor, who entertained us
with most harrowing accounts of his time amongst
the Thibetans. Just before we left two English
ladies arrived, so the social life at Kerman began
to grow, and to-day it boasts of quite a number
of Europeans, consisting of consuls of various
nations, as well as missionaries, bank and telegraph
employees.

When we arrived at Kerman we found great
difficulty in choosing and leasing a house. Many
were only too anxious to show us their houses, and
to assure us that all their property belonged to us,
to do what we liked with; but when it came to
making definite arrangements it was quite a different
matter. So long as it was only " talk " the various
would-be landlords were willing to promise every-
thing and anything, but it was quite another question
when suggestions were made as to the desirability of
committing those promises to paper. At last we
settled on a house outside the town, which possessed
a nice large garden, but the house itself only con-
sisted of about two rooms, and these were in a very
tumble-down and filthy condition.

The landlord (a Parsee) promised to build accord-
ing to our plans, and to spend the whole of the first
three years' rent in making improvements and addi-
tions to the house. The consequence of this delight-
ful arrangement was that during the greater part of
our time in Kerman building operations were going
on, and only just as we were leaving was the work
completed and the house made inhabitable. But in